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Cat Tales
Felix’s Story: A Cat’s Tail
By Dr. Susan Calverley.

tail and the anal sphincter are very close
together.

Felix was found in
a Mission parking
lot with a serious
tail injury. He was
brought to the
FVHS and treated
by Dr Susan
Calverley at
Mission Veterinary
Hospital.
The wound was old and infected with severe
skin loss. Amputation of most of his tail was
necessary.
Tail injuries often result in chronic nerve pain in
the lower back. Nerves heal slowly, resulting in
loss of feeling. Amputation of the tail is often
done to protect the cat from further injury. Many
cats function well without a tail.
The initial surgery healed but he developed a
chronic sore and scar where the stump sat
under the skin. A second surgery was done to
create skin for the stump but the movement
from his tail wagging prevented healing.
Felix may face a third surgery and amputation of
the last inch of his tail. He has adjusted well so
far, however, another surgery could result in
some incontinence issues as the nerves of the

Tails are very sensitive. They help with balance
when hunting, climbing or falling. There are a lot
of nerve endings in a cat’s tail and the loss of
one can leave them with phantom limb pain.
Cats are a prey animal and constantly need to
be on the alert for potential predators. This often
has them running away from dogs, raccoons
and other cats, leaving the tail an easy target for
bite wounds.
One of the most common tail injuries I see is
from cars. A cat might avoid being hit but a tire
runs over its tail. The tail is stopped but the cat
keeps going. Voila, tail pull or fracture. Another
cause of injury is being picked up by the tail.
The tail is connected to the spinal cord and
many important nerves exit nearby so injury can
sometimes cause a cat to lose its ability to
urinate or defecate normally.
Amputation removes a very
important and expressive part
of the cat and should only be
done as a last resort if no
other options remain.
Dr Calverley’s clinic is located at 7195 Horne
Street, Mission, BC.
For more information about Mission Veterinary
Hospital visit www.missvet.ca

Urgent!
We need donations immediately in order to keep our doors open!
The FVHS is a registered charity dedicated to the welfare of cats and kittens. Donate online
and receive an instant tax receipt:
www.fraservalleyhumanesociety.com
All costs for this newsletter are paid for by Whiskers Pet Services and Bent Wrenches Autoservice
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Hope for Abused Animals
Many people are not aware that, in addition to
our regular work caring for homeless cats,
promoting adoptions and educating the public
about responsible pet ownership, we
occasionally encounter cases of extreme cruelty
and neglect.
Recently, a plastic, airtight container was found
on North Railway Ave. Inside was a mother cat
and her six kittens. Sadly, the mother had
already died.
All attempts were made to save the kittens, but
only one survived; a tenacious little girl that her
foster mom named Monet.
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Happy Endings
Steve - We adopted Steve last
October. He's doing well and loves
getting into mischief.
He dumps over glasses of water and
he steals bites of your food when
you aren't looking. He sleeps in the
bathroom sink, enjoys watching TV
and his favourite thing is chasing
your feet while you walk. He's the cutest cat. Glad we
adopted him!
Jenny

The FVHS sponsored Monet’s
care and she has now been
adopted into a loving home.

Tiny - Thank you so much for our
Persian kitty. From the moment I
set her down in the house she
took over! She wasn’t afraid at all.

We rely on continued donations
from the community to help cats
like Monet.

She is the perfect, get-away-fromstress buddy and I love her
already.

Please consider making a
monthly donation to the FVHS.
Help us help them!
Thank you.
Monet

I should also say that I was really impressed with how
the FVHS treats all the cats and with the cleanliness of
the shelter. Thanks to the awesome staff!
Ron

Featured Volunteer

Teeny - He is the love our life! He has
a condition called Cerebellar Hypoplasia
which causes him to lose his balance
and fall over. It doesn’t bother him at all!

Julie Hartland, originally
from New Zealand, has
packed a lot of giving into
her 71 years. She is a firm
believer that everyone
should give back to their
community.
To that end, Julie has spent
much of her time creating,
promoting and hosting
fundraisers that have raised
thousands of dollars for struggling animal
shelters in and around Mission. She even
volunteers her time to the Maui Humane Society
while on vacation!
The FVHS is pleased to have Julie back doing
what she does best, improving the lives of
animals and people...wherever she goes!
Thanks, mate!

He knows that he is the boss. He just
gives our bigger cats “The Stare” and
they quickly move off his favourite
sleeping spot! Thank you FVHS!
Cathy
Lily - Is a very playful cat and gives us
so much enjoyment. She sleeps on our
bed and awakens us with face pats
and purrs!
Last week we took Lily to the vet for a
check up and she is in very good
health. We’re going to do all that we
can to keep her that way. She is a
keeper for sure! Thank you FVHS for
the care you give to needy cats.
Jim and Diane

All costs for this newsletter are paid for by Whiskers Pet Services and Bent Wrenches Autoservice
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Volunteer and join the fun!
We grilled up some tasty
food for the visitors at
Bent Wrenches First
Annual Show & Shine
Car show and raised
money for the cats!
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Upcoming Events
Nov 26 (Sat) - Pet Photos with Santa, Open
House & BBQ
10:00am to 4:00pm.
Cat Adoption Center, 33101 N. Railway Ave.
Dec 09 (Fri) - Bake Sale
10:00am to 4:00pm.
Prospera Credit Union. 101 32423 Lougheed
Hwy.

Become A Member!

We held a hugely successful garage sale and
silent auction on Mershon St. Thanks to all who
donated items to help the animals!
We had so many great
items left over from our
first sale, we held another
one on 4th Avenue! Wow,
was it hot...both the
weather and the sales!

The Fraser Valley Humane Society is a no
kill shelter and adoption center. We are
always in need of new members. Membership is an
inexpensive way to help cats in need!
Membership entitles you to:
* A vote at our AGM.
* To receive our “Cat Tales” newsletter.
* To receive news and updates via email.
Pop into our Adoption Center to sign up!
Already a member?

Mission Fest was a blast!
We had lots of visitors to
our booth and to the
center.
Lots of folks came out for lunch
and to learn about the FVHS at
the M&M Barbeque.
Thanks to Moneca, Maggie
and Kevin for keeping the
burgers hot and ready!

Memberships expire December 31st - renew now!

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR
SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE SPORTS AND
RACE CARS
FACTORY TRAINED HYUNDAI SPECIALIST

Cathy Hamm
Certified Professional Pet Sitter
Feline Specialist
Insured & bonded
Mission, BC

604-820-0939
www.whiskers.ca

7076 MERSHON ST. MISSION, BC
604-287-3332
Every penny counts!!
Take your drink containers to Changes
in the Junction mall or Mission Bottle
Depot on Park Street (Behind Esso).
Let them know you are donating them to
the FVHS.

All costs for this newsletter are paid for by Whiskers Pet Services and Bent Wrenches Autoservice

Fall 2011

What We Do For The Community

Food for our cats is generously donated by:

We provide a temporary home and veterinary care for
stray or abandoned cats. All cats in our care are viral
tested, spayed/neutered, vaccinated, de-wormed, deflead and tattooed prior to adoption. Our cats are well
socialized at our center before placement in a forever,
caring home.
CENTER HOURS:
SUN - MON - CLOSED

We also assist in public awareness of animal welfare
and spay/neuter promotion. We provide community
support through our in-house programs and education
programs for local schools.

TUE - WED - THU - SAT - 10:00 am - 3:00 pm
FRI - BY PREARRANGEMENT ONLY

Do you have a great happy
ending adoption story from the
FVHS? Email your story and
picture for Cat Tales!

Yes, I would like to help!

Amount: $ _____________

I would like to become a member.
Name:_______________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
_____________________________________________

Donations in Memory: We
will send a card
acknowledging your
donation to the recipient of
your choice as well as a tax
receipt to you. Please include
names and addresses.

Phone: ______________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
Cheque or Money Order ____ Visa ___ MC ____

Tax Receipts are given for all
donations over $20

Card # _______________________________________

Mail to:

Expiry: _______________________________________

Fraser Valley Humane Society
33103 North Railway Avenue

Signature: ____________________________________

Mission, BC V2V 1E3
604-820-2977

Registered Charity # 86657 0344 RR0001

Email:
fvhumansociety@telus.net
Donations can also be made
online from our Website:
Fraservalleyhumanesociety.com

All costs for this newsletter are paid for by Whiskers Pet Services and Bent Wrenches Autoservice
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